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Student Letter to DES In Reaction 

to Department Inspection !!! 

To whom it may concern, 
I would like to draw your attention to 

your discrimination of us students in 

Youthreach, Galway City and I’m sure 
every other Youthreach training  

centre across the country. Youthreach 
is a complementary programme to 

mainstream education in which myself 

and most of my peers previously 
failed. Youthreach is about second 

chances, it is an approach that we 
find better and more laid back, it is in 

Youthreach we really learn because 
the teaching helps us all improve in 

the areas where we struggled in 

school. Yet you send inspectors down 
to our centre to evaluate us on  

standards set for mainstream  
education. You treat us like any  

secondary school in the country but 

you only give us about 7 weeks  
holidays a year.  I’m always in 

Youthreach when my friends who go 
to school are off.  I would like you to 

consider the  
possibility of giving Youthreach across 

the country the same holidays as 

school get, 
I look forward to hearing from you, 

 
_______________________________ 

Pa Burke, Group F, Fetac Level 4. 

Welcome!!  As Co-ordinator of Youthreach Galway City I would like to welcome you all to 

our new centre.  I think you might agree we now have a place of learning which is much 

more appropriate to our students needs and respectful to all.  Many thanks to all who worked 

so hard in securing these new premises for us, moving in and setting it up.  It is our plan to 

learn, work, grow and have fun here, thank you.   Ashley Whelan Centre Co-ordinator 

 

We left the  

centre at 9.00 

and we got on 
the bus. 10 

students and 4 
staff went - 

Mary, John, Ailish and Mike. We 

stopped at a shop in Westport to get 
food and supplies. We got there at 

11.30 and we started to walk up  
Croagh Patrick. It was level at first 

when we start to climb it then as we 
got further up it got steeper. It was 

hard but we were determined to get 

to the top. Some of the staff and  
students took some breaks on the 

way up. The first break we took we 
could see the views of Clew bay and 

Westport. The views were stunning. 

We started to walk up again and it 
got even steeper as we got higher. 

One of the girls in the centre went up 
in her socks she was determined to 

walk up it. We all were. 

As we got half way up it was very 
windy but that did not stop us. We 

got to the top and the view was  
stunning. I never seen a view like that 

before. We stayed up the top for 
about a half hour then we started to 

walk back down. It was easier walking 

down then it was walking up. The 
people there were very friendly. It 

was a good day out and it was a good 
experience. 

By Anthony Herron 

THE NEW CENTRE IN LIOSBAN 

 
We moved from Claddagh to  

Liosban about six months ago. This 
new place is good because it is bigger 

and cleaner. The Claddagh was still a 

lovely place because of the views 
from all the windows and because 

that is where most of us started our 
program. It was extremely hard work 

packing up all the boxes and loading 
them onto the lorry. Every room had 

to be cleared out, boxed and labelled. 

Three students were asked to help to 
pack and move all the boxes. We then 

had to unpack the boxes and put 
them in the classes that they needed 

to go into. 

A lot of the furniture had to be  
assembled because they all came in 

flat packed a lot of time was spent on 
assembling tables and chairs. Each 

room was assigned to different  
teachers and it took quite awhile to 

sort boxes with the appropriate 

rooms. Overall it took two weeks to 
get the new centre up and running. 

We maybe only in the centre six 
months but it feels as if we have been 

here a lot longer, the reason for that I 

feel is because we have had fun since 
we moved and the last two weeks 

have really helped to cement these 
feelings  

BY Pa Clarke 

Thanks To All Those Involved In Our First Magazine: Group E/F Brian 

Berkholst, Tanya Ryan, Patrick Clarke, Anthony Hernon, Pa Burke, Sinead Flana-
gan, Gearoid Wallace and TO ALL THE STUDENTS AND STAFF WITHOUT 

WHOSE HELP THIS MAGAZINE WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE 

Places to visit near Croagh Patrick 
National Famine Monument, Foxford 
Woollen Mills, Murrisk Abbey, Ceide 
Fields, Mayo Abbey, Clew Bay Herit-
age Centre..Fun for all the family   

Youthreach is good but the holidays are not great - Brian 
I like Youthreach because of all 

the friends I make - Breege 
The lads are sound and the food is nice - Mike  
Youthreach is good but the holidays are not great -  Brian 



We had two 

weeks of fun. On 

the first week we 
had to prepare for 

the Cook Off that 
happened in the 

second week. We were all in teams. 

There were five teams. We were all 
split up in groups. The red, blue, 

green, brown and the black. We all 
had just an hour each to prepare, 

cook and clean. The Red team cooked 
Mince Wraps with Rice and Sour 

Cream and also a Banana Split with 

fruit dipped in chocolate. The Blue 
team cooked Thai Chicken curry and a 

Chocolate Biscuit dessert. The Green 
team cooked Green Salad and Home-

made Burgers with Potato Cakes. The 

B|own team cooked a Fruit Salad and 
then the Black team cooked Stir-fry 

Beef and Bruschetta. We had a judge 
that Ashley called in for us she was 

from the VEC and her name was  

Davnett, she tasted all our food  and 
gave us points. At the end we all got 

to taste all the of the other teams’ 
food. Out of all the teams the Red 

team won. Over all it was really fun 
and challenging.  
BY Tanya Ryan 

_________________________________ 

The trip to the  

Burren was on the 
Monday and it was 
the first trip out 
from the two weeks 
of fun. The day 

started off with a big breakfast in the 
morning which was delicious the breakfast 
included Sausages Rashers Black and 
White pudding Waffles Beans and Eggs. 
The breakfast lasted until 11 o’clock, when 
the bus arrived at Youth Reach to take us 
to the Burren. Around 1 o’clock we ar-
rived, as the bus driver took a wrong 

turn .When we got to our destination. 
Janet and our tour guide for the Burren 
were waiting for us. As soon as we got off 
the bus Anastasia gave us a sketchpad to 
draw the scenery from the Burren for our 
Level 4 water colour painting. The tour 
guide told us to stay to the righthand side 
of the field as the cows just had their 
calves previous to our trip so they could 
be quite protective, but they were on the 
left side of the field. So our walk started. 
About a half a mile up the hill there were 
rocks the tour guide told us about. He said 
there are mountain goats up here, I be-
lieved him, as there also was this skeleton 
of this mountain goat to prove it. 
After a bit of a talk we had to go walking 
over Limestone most of them were stable 
some of them were loose. I nearly slipped, 
but didn’t fall. The tour guide told me that 
there will be a tree that looks like The 
Joshua tree from the U 2 album. Then he 
told us that the stone from the Burren is 
limestone, a stone that keeps heat inside 
it so in the winter if it does snow, the 
snow will not stay on it, as it is warm. The 
tour guide told us that there will be a 
short break for lunch if you had brought 
one. I was still full up from the breakfast 
so I took out my sketch pad and drew the 
scenery . Then the tour guide told us that 
we were going to a slide so I was curious 

about this. We got to a slanted rock and 
the tour guide took a little rock and sat on 
it and lifted his legs and slid down the 
rock , then he said “any volunteers”? 
I said yes I did whatever he did but wasn’t 
impressed. After that it was time to go 
again.   
By Brian Berkholst 

 

On Wednesday all teams  

participated in the Krypton challenge. 

The Krypton challenge was a good 
laugh, it was enjoyable. The three 

challenges that each team played 
were The Return of the Jedi, Jigsaw 

and the Halo challenge. These  

challenges taught us how to work as 
a team and all teams did well. In the 

Jedi challenge teams had five minutes 
to put a golf ball in a tin bucket as 

many times as possible but we had to 
roll the gulf ball by using pipes. The 

Jigsaw challenge was hard, this  

challenge was confusing and hard to  
complete but in the end it was a good 

laugh. The Halo challenge was the 
easiest., you had to form a line and 

each team had to get in and out of 

the hoop in the quickest time  
possible. Overall, it was an interesting 

day and everyone had good craic. 
Something for you to do at Home!! 

The Return of Jedi     
Your entire team must create a 

means of carrying as many Jedi 

(spherical object) from the designated 
start point to the end point in the 

quickest possible time (5 minutes). 
Rules: 

 The Jedi must not be touched at any 

stage during the task. 

 A person may not walk or run once 

the Jedi has entered the pipe that 
they are holding. 

 The Jedi cannot stop once it has 

been put in motion. 

 The Jedi cannot go backwards once 

it has been put in motion. 
 If any of the above rules are in-

fringed, the team must start again. 

 The team must appoint a health and 

safety person to make sure none of 

their members engage in any unsafe 

Try the Red Teams Recipe for  

Yourself!! 
Mince Wraps with Rice and Sour Cream 
and also a Banana Split  
_______________________________ 
Mince Wraps! 
Ingredients: Mince, Red Peppers, Kidney 
Beans, onions, domino sauce, wraps, sour 
cream. 

 
Dessert: Banana split with fruit 

Fry mince, chop up the vegetables 

and put them in when mince is nearly 
cooked. Boil water in a pot when 

boiled add your rice. Wet wraps and 
put them in the oven. 

Melt chocolate, chop up fruit dip fruit 

into chocolate and let it set in the 
fridge. When set, split banana and 

add ice-cream in the middle. Then 

add fruit  around the banana split . 

Youthreach is good entertainment, I have 

a lot of friends - Eanna 

Youthreach is a good place to go - Sean  

Youthreach means education in a nice 

environment - Brian Berkholst 

Youthreach is an educational system that 

works better than school - Nathan 

The teachers are nice - Jonathon 

I’m going to get my Leaving Cert - Tanya  

A fun place to hang out and get a good 

education - Keith  



 

For our two 

weeks of fun, one 
of the things we 

did was paint pots. 

We got the  
opportunity to paint our own one, 

with whatever design we liked. Some 
of us put our favourite football team 

on them e.g Manchester United;  

others put a lot of different colours on 
them. One lad in my group put the 

logo of a band he liked on the pot. 
Others painted pictures of animals on 

their pots also, we used different  
colours of paint and glitter, and our 

teacher also helped us with it. We 

also mixed paints, to get an extra  
affect. The job wasn’t very messy at 

all, and all we had to do at the end 
was take the protective paper off the 

table, wash our brushes and pallets, 

and leave the pots aside to dry. 
Overall it was a very fun day that  

everyone enjoyed. We got to plant 
different types of seeds on our green 

finger day, an example of some were 

lettuce and different types of herbs. 
We put the pots up on the window on 

Ailish’s  Room where there is loads of 
light. We are all looking forward to 

see the seeds grow. 
By Gearoid Wallace 

 

As part of our 

two weeks of fun 
we did smoothie 

making with 

Mary. A few days 
beforehand we went on the internet 

and looked up a few recipes but on 
the day Mary decided to scrap them 

and to let us go wild. All five teams 

got an hour each in the kitchen  
during the day. In the hour we had 

to decide what we were going to put 
in them. We had a lot of ingredients: 

bananas, melon, kiwis, apples, or-
anges, peaches, pineapple, natural 

yogurt, strawberry & peach yogurt, 

vanilla ice cream, orange juice, apple 
juice and honey. Making the  

smoothies was good fun. It got very 
messy and sticky though in places. 

After each person was finished their 

smoothie they were let go around to 
the different classes and do taste 

tests to see whose would be the 
best. At the end of the day Mary 

decided a joint first between Pa 

Burke and Sinead Flanagan & Belin-
da Carroll. The strangest thing was 

that we had the exact same smooth-
ie! 

 

Winning Smoothie  
Ingredients: 

 Peaches 

 Banana 

 Vanilla Ice Cream 

 Strawberry & Peach Yogurt 

 Orange Juice 

 Honey 
By Sinead Flanagan 

 

We wanted to 
put in picture 

form our  

interests now 
and what we 

hope to 
achieve. We decided to make a collage. 

Each team had their own section. Mag-

da painted the sun in the centre and the 
rays divided the five sections. We de-

signed the collage on the first week. 
Each team decided what they wanted to 

put in their section. We took photos of 
each team to put on the  

collage. In the second week we printed 

of what we needed and collected pic-
tures from magazines. It was a different 

way of showing what we want in life. 
Working together we came up with ide-

as and helped one another out. The 

picture was team work not just one  
person. Over all it was fun and great to 

work as a team.  
By Tanya Ryan 

Just to let everyone reading this mag-

azine know that if you want to see 
our fabulous work of art it can be see 

in main corridor of Youthreach 

 

When the door of happiness 

closes, another opens, but 

often times we look so long at 

the closed door that we don't 

see the one which has been 

opened for us.  

A THOUGHT FOR TODAY 
ANOTHER ONE FOR  

TODAY 

The best kind of friend is the kind 

you can sit on a porch and swing 

with, never say a word, and then 

walk away feeling like it was the 

best conversation you've every had  



The Tuesday of the 

second week we had 
to come in at the 
usual time and had 
our breakfast in the 
morning as usual. 
 At eleven o ‘clock 

we headed down to the bowling alley. We 
walked down to Headford Road to realize 
that the bowling alley/ leisure centre was 
closed. So we then headed down to G.T.I. 
We got there at twelve o’clock I walked in 
and had a look at the Art Exhibition. I was 
impressed as I myself am interested in art 

and thinking of joining the art college 
when finish in Youthreach. 
So I walked around and Pauline told me 
about a man called Robin who used to 
work in Youthreach and now works in 
G.T.I. I got to meet him, he seemed very 
nice. He told me about what you would 
have to go through and what you need to 
get through to art college. After that I 
went home and started drawing up some 
stuff. The trip to the college really inspired 
me to get working and gave me  
something to aim for!  
By Brian Berkholst 
 

 

We met at 

Merchants road at 

9:15am Thursday 

morning. We left 
at about 9:30 for 

Ros a Bhil where we got the boat. It 
took about 45 minutes to arrive at 

Inis Oir. The boat journey was very 
enjoyable and refreshing, the breeze 

was so nice on our faces because it 

was a very hot day. The weather 
was brilliant, it was very hot; it felt 

as if we were in Spain on our  
holidays but as we all know it was 

the beautiful West of Ireland. We 

rented out bikes so we could cycle 
around looking at some of the things 

of  
interest. We had seen the boat that 

went aground in the 60’s and is 
shown on the T.V program Father 

Ted. Everybody there was very 

friendly and we all had a fabulous 
time playing football and swimming 

at the beach .The view from the top 
of the island was lovely you could 

see the twelve pins. This is one of 

the good things about Youthreach. 
We get to go to places that we prob-

ably wouldn’t have gone before. This 
was my favourite trip of the lot  

 

Inishere ( Inis Óirr in Irish, meaning "the 

south island") is the smallest of the three 

islands with a population of only about 

300 people. However you can still find 

pubs, B&Bs, a hotel and a campsite and 

there is plenty to do and see. 

nis Óirr is geologically similar to the  

Burren in County Clare, comprising mostly 

of rock. Like the Burren, many rare and 

exotic flowers and plants grow there. 

Ancient monuments worth seeing include 

ruins of Saint Kevin's Church, or Teampall 

Chaomhain, now sunk deeply into a sandy 

hill close to the shore. Not far from the 

small village is O'Brien's Castle, a 15th 

century tower house that stands within a 

stone fort. Also worth visiting are  

St. Gobnait's Church, or Cill Ghobnait, the 

Church of the Seven Daughters, or Cill na 

Seacht nInghean. 

A lot of our students continue to 

G.T.I. after they complete their time 
in Youthreach. These are examples of 

the types of courses they have on 
offer.  

 Art, Design & Media 

 Business 

 Computing & Engineering  

 Health, Care & Beauty 

For more information on G.T.I call to  
Father Griffin Road, Galway or on the web 
at www.gti.ie, telephone at 091 581342.  
 

Youthreach is a  2nd chance for me to 

get a Junior and a Leaving Cert because 

I was kicked out of school - Pa Burke  

Letterfrack is 
a quaint small 
village set in the 
heart of  
Connemara in 

direct vicinity to some of  
Connemara's main attractions. It is 
easily accessible from the  
capital of Clifden which is just a 
short ten minute drive away.  
Located at the foot of the  
Connemara National Park which 
creates a sense of atmosphere. 
We got the  
opportunity to go there as part of 
our fun week. Unfortunately when 
we arrived there we were greeted 
to some of the worst weather that 
the West of Ireland could throw at 
us, but despite this we managed 
to climb a famous hill called  
Diamond Hill. It was very difficult 
but we came through. I would  
recommend going back to see the 
national park but when the weath-
er is sunny and warm so that we 
could have a picnic and really get 
to see what the village of Letter-
frack has to offer.  

An attraction that is near the  
National Park is Kylemore  
Abbey and I feel it is a place that 
the school could go to as part of 
our next trip to the heart of  
Connemara. I found some places 
to visit nearby here is the list. 

Innisbofin Island 

Clifden 

Westport 

Lettergesh  

By Brian Berkholst 


