
When I being to write this I realise it has now been 10 years since I first started at Youthreach in 

Galway….. A lot has changed since then. But I’ll take you back to the start. 

I never dreamed that I would leave secondary school. I always thought that like anyone it was a 

great way to see my mates every day and do a bit of work in between. I did my Junior Cert and did 

ok and never really put proper thought into the Leaving Cert but always knew it would be something 

that would have to be done EVENTUALLY…. but things changed and I left before I could finish never 

thinking twice about my decisions (and would be a big regret for a long time afterward). 

I want to say things were easy afterward. THEY WEREN’T. But the universe/god/guardian 

angel/someone were on my side. Someone I know had heard about Youthreach and did a bit of 

investigating. 

It was somewhere where I could finish out the education to lead me on to college or another 

FETAC/QQI level in something I was interested in and would be paid the equivalent of the social 

welfare payments for weekly. But most importantly I could be myself and be treated like a young 

adult. It was just going to be for two years, which at the time seemed like a lot, but it flew by. 

Here is the point I want you all to take in. Youthreach and the skills I learnt there are some of THE 

MOST  VAULEBLE I have ever learnt, and I really mean that (they haven’t bribed me I promise, you 

can ask me in person). Yes the course work is great (lot of subjects and all with valuable life skill 

which come in handy for when you start working) and you learn some very interesting things (like 

woodwork, thanks to John I picked up a few handy trick with a chisel), but you also learn life skills, 

like how to talk to each other like adults and have open discussions, time management (if you’re not 

in on time you could be sent home without pay) and the big one how to RESPECT each other, 

because the one thing you will learn is everyone is different, but that is what make you a person, and 

that’s ok. 

 I did a lot of growing there. Most of the skills I have now carried with me 10 years on. 

But most importantly Youthreach opened so many doors for me.  

After Youthreach I went on to do two years in GTI in TV/Film production. I worked in retail in 

different areas food, clothing, and entertainment. I then went on to do an upskilling course in retail 

through the GRETB (another FETEC course) and then an OTC Pharmacy course again through the 

GRETB training centre in Mervue. Most recently I have worked for Aviva Insurance but have just 

started my dream job and am working for EA Games.  

It took me a long time to figure out what I was going to do with my life and though that I would 

never get to where I am now but I honestly believe that if it wasn’t for Youthteach, the skills I learnt 

there and the people I met there I would not be where I am.  


