
 

 

Our Trip to LinkedIn 

 

 

 

 

As a part of winning the bronze award in our category at the Young Social Innovators programme up 

in Croke Park Dublin, we were invited up to the Elevate programme that was held in the LinkedIn 

building on Oct 17th of this year, this was an amazing opportunity to progress our project onto the 

next stage as we were awarded €750 to help our project along. 

On the day of our LinkedIn trip up to Dublin, we didn’t know what to expect. After we got on the bus 

I was trying to think of some of the possible tasks we could be given. I couldn’t think of anything in 

particular that I would enjoy doing, except perhaps getting some advice from the members of 

LinkedIn; we would just have to take notes, something basic and easy. 

Although when we arrived and laid eyes on the building, we were excited but also very nervous. We 

checked in, were given name tags and we were guided up to the room where we would spend the 

day. The workers and everyone there was excited to see how the day was going to go as were we. 

We were told to go up to the third floor where we saw this fabulous room with other schools 

already seated, we were told to find a table and listen to the speakers. We did notice that on the 

table were placed information on what the day would hold for us. 

Before we were introduced to the staff that were going to give us business advice we had a quick 

read of the leaflets I noticed that we all had to prepare a pitch within our groups, revise it and then 

present our pitch to a group of workers from LinkedIn who were experts in different fields within 

LinkedIn business. At that point we as a group thought that we might not have prepared ourselves 

for today as well as we had thought, but when another school that was there introduced themselves 

and said that they were there the previous year, we felt a lot more at ease with the situation. 

When the introductions were made, we were in awe; the chance to meet such successful and 

talented members of such a grand company was just an amazing opportunity. We knew we were in 

for a treat, to get this sort of business advice for us kids at this age for projects we want to pursue 

was unbelievable. 



 

 

So a few minutes after introductions we had to talk to groups of two or more of members of the 

company and ask for advice on how to advance our project. There we were, thinking this should be 

easy, they ask questions, we answer and then they would advise us on how to approach different 

stages of our project. This was not the case, when they had asked us questions, we found out that 

we were not as brave as we thought we were but we manage and was relieved when it was finished.   

After we finished the first part of our day, I was approached by Jaki and Mary and they had told me 

that I had done amazing, although I appreciated what they said. Mary had brought me the news that 

a lady present in the room with us had said that I did very well; this put a smile on my face, if I am 

being honest. We went to lunch which was amazing and realised we really needed it for what was 

ahead. After lunch we worked on our pitch with Jaki and Mary, we realized that we had a lot of it 

done from our time in Croke Park. 

When it came time to prepare our pitch, we were all nervous but when members of LinkedIn in 

smiled over we realised that it was only five minutes. We got together and were given our own little 

part of the pitch to give. When we were called up to present our pitch we were presented with a 

microphone to pass along to the next person talking. The feedback we got was fantastic, afterwards 

we all huddled together for a group photo and that was the end of our day at LinkedIn. 

The experience that we as a group had at LinkedIn, in the end, was amazing and couldn’t have hoped 

for more, we got all our concerns out of the way and have got all the answers that we needed to 

make sure our project can be progressed in the near future. We left the LinkedIn building motivated 

and forever more excited about finally getting an opportunity to put our card game idea into action 

and make it true to life. 

The bus journey back home was long but it was enjoyable, on the way we stopped off at McDonald’s 

in Athlone to get some food but it was under construction unfortunately, so we decided to get 

Subway instead. We all had a fantastic day out at LinkedIn and hope that other kids in the YSI get 

this amazing opportunity to participate in the programme also. If you’d like to check out our day at 

LinkedIn and see our photos this is our web address 

https://galwayyouthreach.wordpress.com/upcoming-events/ 


